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Submission: 008-06 

 

ISAF Membership – Full Members 
Regulation 2.18 

 
A submission from the U.A.E Marine Sports Federation 

Proposal: 

Amend current Regulation 2.18 as follows: 
2.18 In addition to the foregoing criteria, an applicant shall also have complied with 
 the following requirements: 
 The applicant shall have: 
 A Constitution which has been passed by a majority of the members at a 
 meeting duly called for that purpose. The Constitution shall provide, among 
 other things, for: 
 (a) reasonable representation of all sailing bodies which are members.  
  Without limiting the foregoing members shall include yacht and sailing 
  clubs, multi sport clubs which provide sailing, class associations,  
  specialized sailing, sailing associations 
 (b) at least one annual meeting of members for which notice is provided of 
  the meeting and the business to be conducted at the meeting 
 (c) shall be approved by the Constitution Committee of ISAF and referred 
  to the Executive for their approval and finally to the Council for final  
  approval 
2.18.1 (a) reasonable representation of all sailing bodies which are  
  members. Without limiting the foregoing members shall include 
  yacht and sailing clubs, multi sport clubs which provide sailing, 
  class associations, specialized sailing, sailing associations. 
 (b) at least one annual meeting of members for which notice is  
  provided of the meeting and the business to be conducted at the 
  meeting; or 
2.18.2 Where the circumstances in the country concerned are such that the 
 provisions of paragraph 2.18.1 are not practical, such other 
 arrangements that represent the best interests of every class of 
 members referred to in it. Where practical to do so, that Constitution 
 shall be approved by the members at a meeting duly called for that 
 purpose 
2.18.3 The Constitution shall be approved by the Constitution Committee of 
 ISAF and referred to the Executive Committee for its approval and then 
 to the Council for final approval 
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Submission: 008-06 Cont. 

Current Position: 
As above. 

Reason: 
1. An emerging country must hold a meeting of all interested parties to approve a 

constitution before a submission can be made to ISAF for membership. The 
constitution has to be approved before full membership is granted. If the 
conditions are not met, then associate membership is offered 

2. An emerging country often has to get government support before they can form 
a MNA. In some cases this is contingent on the promoting party guaranteeing 
that full membership will be forthcoming and that subsequently they can enter 
the Olympic and Regional events. Without full ISAF membership the promoters 
find that they can not get the funds and resources to establish the sport of 
sailing. The funds are essential for equipment and training whilst the resources 
include a suitable venue for sailing activities.  

3. Under the current constitution, if the conditions are not met then associate 
membership has been the only alternative. This was not the principle of 
associate membership; it was introduced to reduce the financial burden on 
impoverished MNA’s 

4. The acceptance of an MNA as an associate member is open to 
misunderstanding by their government authorities and poses additional 
hardship to the promoters when they are least able to respond. 

5. In addition, ISAF have accepted a number of MNAs as full members who in 
practice do not meet the current criteria in their constitutions. Some of these are 
fully functioning and provide a satisfactory service to both their members and 
ISAF.  

6. In closing, it is difficult for a promoter and ISAF to impose conditions on a 
government authority when that authority is prepared to fund and resource the 
sport before there are significant members or clubs. The new criteria will allow 
the ISAF Constitution Committee flexibility to encourage new MNA’s to further 
their activities in promoting the sport of sailing in their country 

 


